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How popular was Legal Studies in NSW in 2013? 
 

 

15 subjects with the largest number of students enrolled 

1. English 69 277 

2. Mathematics 54 584 

3. Biology 17 058 

4. Business Studies 16 020 

5. PDHPE* 14 949 

6. Studies of Religion 14 641 

7. Ancient History 11 936 

8. Chemistry 11 189 

9. Modern History 10 597 

10. Legal Studies 10 023 

11. Physics 9672 

12. Visual Arts 9615 

13. Hospitality 8363 

14. Community and Family Studies 7260 

15. Senior Science 6061 

*Personal Development, Health and Physical Education 

Note: These subjects include Life Skills enrolments where appropriate. 

 
             * From: BOSTES 2013 HSC Media Guide 
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Students need to know the format of the HSC Legal 
Studies examination 

 
     Students need to ask: 
 
        When will I have to answer questions on a particular topic in the trial and HSC 

examinations? 
 
       One of the keys to success in any HSC subject is knowing the format of the HSC 

examination which all students in NSW studying a particular subject will work with. As 
students study each topic they  need to ask themselves, “what type of questions 
(multiple choice?, short answer responses?, extended responses?) will I have to answer 
for this topic and how many marks are they worth?”.  

 
        The format of the Legal Studies HSC examination is as follows.  
 
        Time allowed: 3 hours plus 5 minutes reading time 
 
        Section I: Core – Crime and Human Rights  
        * 15 multiple choice questions on Crime (15 marks) 
        * 5 multiple choice questions on Human Rights (5 marks) 
 
        Section II: Core – Crime and Human Rights  
        * Short answer questions on Human Rights (15 marks) 
        * One extended response on Crime (15 marks) 
        * Expected length: around 4 pages of an examination writing booklet 
           ( approximately 600 words) 
 
        Section III: Options 
       * One extended response on one option you have studied (25 marks) 
       * One extended response on another option you have studied (25 marks) 
       * Expected length: around 8 pages of an examination writing booklet 
          ( approximately 1000 words) 
 
       So students will needs to practice: 
 
        - Lots of multiple choice and extended response questions for the Crime topic. 
        - Lots of multiple choice questions and short answer questions for the Human Rights  
          topic. 
       - Lots of extended response questions for the two options. 
 
        Tell students to keep in mind that the trial HSC examination will follow the same format 

as the HSC examination. 
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Teach students strategies to answer multiple 
choice questions 

 
* Lock in 20 marks by the end of Section I of the      
   examination by following these tips: 
 

1. Will you do this section first? Or leave it until later? 
2. Remember the topics that multiple choice questions are based on. Which  
    section/s  of the topic is the question based on? 
3. Carefully read the stem of the question. Read it more than once if you need to. 

             Do not skim read it! 
4.  Read all the alternatives carefully. The answer is there, you just have to 

             choose the right one! 
5.  Usually there are two letters that are clearly wrong, one that is close to 

              being correct and one that is the most correct answer. Read ALL of the choices. 
6.   Eliminate obviously incorrect alternatives. 
7.   If it looks as though more than one answer is correct, you will have to choose 

              the most correct/the best answer.  
8.   Ask yourself why the letters you do not choose are not correct. 
9.   Do not change your answer just because several of the previous answers were of  
      the same letter. There may well be three Ds in a row. 

            10.  Some students rush the multiple choice questions in order to “buy time” 
              for sections II and III. It is worth 20 marks, more than the Crime question  
              in Section II! 
       11. Spend about a minute on each question. 
       12. If you cannot do a question. Move on and come back to it later. Do not waste        
             time, there are 99 marks waiting for you! 
       13. “Guesstimate” if you cannot find the correct answer. Do not leave a question  
              blank. You have a one in four chance of getting it right! 
       14. Check the question number and make sure you select the letter that corresponds  
              to the right question. 
       15. Follow the instructions from the BOSTES NSW if you make a mistake 
             and need to change an answer. 
       16. Develop a code that you could use later if there is time to check your answers: 
            E.g. C= correct 
            P = pretty sure this is correct 
            ? = had to guess from a 50/50 choice 
            * = total guess 
      17. Do a quick scan of your answer sheet when you have finished, making sure each       
            question has been answered. Do not leave any out. You will not lose marks for  
              incorrect answers. 
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Students need to answer many multiple choice 
questions – practice makes success! 

 

 Past BOSTES  HSC examination papers: 
                
               - Answers in the “Marking Guidelines” document. 
               - Only past papers from 2011, 2012 and 2013 are based on the current syllabus. 
 

 EBE NSW Trial  Legal Studies examinations  
                
               - Make sure you have the 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 EBE NSW trial examinations.  
                  See EBE NSW website for more details. 

 

 Online multiple choice questions: 
 
                 - Online Cambridge Checkpoints Legal Studies multiple choice questions at 
                   www.cambridge.edu.au/education/checkpoints/hsc/quiz_me/  
 

                - ATTENTION: The online BOSTES HSC Legal Studies past examination multiple  
                                          choice questions are not based on the current syllabus. 
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2013 BOSTES NSW HSC Legal Studies Examination 
 -  Multiple Choice Questions 

 
 
RAP – 2013 HSC M.C. Q.6 
 
We can classify human rights into two categories: 
 
      1. Individual human rights – human rights that belong to individuals 
          separately (right to work, health, freedom of religion). 
      2. Collective human rights are those that are apply to members of a  
          group (right to peace, right to a healthy environment, right to self determination – these rights 
          affect large groups of people) 
 
       The majority of rights are known as individual rights. 
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RAP – 2013 HSC M.C. Q.8 
 
                Students need to know the seven categories of crime and the sub-categories for each  
                category. 
 

 
In NSW these crimes are found in the Crimes Act 1900 (NSW). Also found here are 
the maximum penalty for each crime. 
 
1.  Offences against the person 
 
This category involves behaviour that injures another person. 
 
Sub-categories for this category: 
- Homicide 
- Assault 
- Sexual assault 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Murder Manslaughter 

Infanticide 
Death by reckless 

driving 

Homicide 
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2. Offences against the sovereign 
 
The word sovereign means the supreme ruler of a nation. 

 
      

Also called “political crimes”, they are offences against the government. Sometimes people are 
unhappy about the laws that are being made and feel they are unjust. Sub-categories incude: 
 
- sedition  
 
Speech or action which expresses hate towards the government and may express a desire to be 
violent and overthrow the government. 
 
 
- treason  
 
 
“Treason” means being false to one’s country or ruler. 
 
Treason could involve: 
 
- trying to kill or assassinating the Queen or the Prime Minister 
- fighting in a war against Australia 
- assisting a foreign country to invade Australia 
- spying 
- terrorism - Anti-Terrorsim Act 2004 (Cwlth.) and the Anti Terrorism Act (No.2) 2005 (Cwlth.) 
 

 
 3. Economic offences 
 
This category involves behaviour that affects another person’s property. 
 
There are three sub-categories for this category: 
 
- Offences against property 
- White collar crime  
- Computer crime  
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4.  Drug offences 
 
Sub-categories include: 
 
- possession of illegal drugs (for personal use) 
- drug trafficking (possession of an illegal drug in a predetermined quantity that constitutes  
   the drug is going to be sold) 
- manufacture and cultivation of drugs 
- importation of drugs 
 
 
5. Driving offences 
 
 
Sub-categories  include: 
 
- failure to stop at a red light 
- failure to wear a seat belt 
- driving without a licence  
- speeding 
- driving under the influence (DUI) of drugs and/or alcohol 
- driving while using a mobile phone. 
 
 
6. Public order offences 
 
 
Sub-categories  include: 
 
- indecent exposure 
- offensive language 
- spitting  
- littering 
- offensive conduct while drunk 

 
 

7. Preliminary offences 
 
Sub-categories include: 
 
- conspiracy 
- attempt 
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RAP – 2013 HSC M.C. Q.11 
 

 
Circle sentencing 

        The Circle Court is available to some Indigenous offenders, depending on the nature of 
their offence and aims to enhance their respect for, and thus their compliance with, the 
law by incorporating aspects of Aboriginal Customary Law. 

         In towns where Circle Courts operate, Indigenous offenders may be referred to the 
Circle Court for sentence following a plea of guilty. The court comprises a magistrate, 
police prosecutor, the victim and local Aboriginal Elders, all of whom have a voice in 
relation to the sentencing of the offender. The court must operate within normal 
sentencing guidelines prescribed by legislation. One of the benefits of the Circle Court is 
that the accused has to face the consequence of their actions, particularly by hearing 
from the victim directly. 

* MEDIA REPORT: “Inside the circle” (Four Corners,  ABC  10 October 2005) 

                    
 
 
RAP – 2013 HSC M.C. Q.14 
 
Rights from the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Australia 

              

s. 80  The right to trial by jury (for serious federal offences). 
s. 116               Freedom of religion  
s. 75(v)               The right to court review of government decisions  
s. 117                No discrimination based on your State of residence. 
s. 51(xxxi)  The right to acquisition of property on just terms. This generally requires  
                              compensation to be paid at market value. 
s. 24                      Members of the House of Representatives must be directly chosen by the people,  
                              that is, by democratic election. 
s.7                         Senators for each State must be directly chosen by the people of the State. 
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RAP – 2013 HSC M.C. Q.16 
 
Control order = locked up 
 
A child goes to a Juvenile Justice Centre to serve a sentence. The longest  
you can get locked up for at the Children’s Court is two years for one offence or three years total 
for multiple offences. 
 
 
RAP – 2013 HSC M.C. Q.19 
 
Constitution – Division of powers 
 
        - Division of powers – some law making powers with regards to human rights 
          are possessed by the Federal Parliament (exclusive powers – e.g. immigration), 
          some are possessed by State Parliaments (residual powers – e.g. prisons). 
          Some law making powers are shared between the Federal Parliament and State Parliaments. 
         (concurrent powers – e.g. health). 
 
        -  The Commonwealth or Federal Government bears the main responsibility for protecting and  
           promoting human rights in Australia. 
 

 -  Section 51 of the Australian Constitution gives the Federal Government an “external      
    affairs”  power – the power to enter into treaties on behalf of Australia, and to  
    pass domestic legislation to implement these obligation 
 
 -  But to fully implement the provisions of an international treaty it is sometimes necessary 
     to enact or amend laws in areas that are traditionally State or Territory jurisdiction. 
 
-   All levels of government in Australia  have to play a role in protecting human rights 
     but it will always be the Federal Government that is ultimately accountable to the 
     international community. 
 
 -  Conflicts may arise between Federal and State/Territory governments. 
    If there is a conflict of interest between the states and the Federal Government, or if there is 
    an inconsistency in these laws, the federal laws prevail over state law ( section 109 
    of the Australian Constitution). 
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RAP – 2013 HSC M.C. Q.20 
 
 

             Constitution – Separation of powers 
 

                           - This doctrine separates the power of the state into three arms: 
         - the legislature (parliament, which makes the law) 
         - the executive (which enforces the law, e.g. the Minister of Police 
           in NSW who with his department enforces the criminal laws) 
         - the judiciary (courts, who interpret the law) 
 

      - Separating power in this way helps with human rights compliance. By having the above 
functions carried by people separate from each other (independent), they each act as checks 
and balances on each other. This helps with individual liberties (e.g. one person may accuse 
you of committing a crime, but it will be another person who will decide if you are guilty or 
not, thus protecting your right to a fair trial)   

 
     - “Power tends to corrupt and absolute power corrupts absolutely” Lord Acton, 1887 
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2013 BOSTES NSW HSC Legal Studies Examination  
-  Short answer Questions 

 
General points 
 
 

1. Students need to study “Human Rights” for this section.  
2. 15 marks are available. Each question will be worth between 1 – 8 marks. 
3. The questions may be in parts. 
4. There will  3-4 questions in total. 
5. Pay attention to how many marks each question is worth. 
6. If students have more to write and they run out of lines, and they feel 

             they have not yet fully answered the  question, they can ask for more paper or  
             use the space below the lines. Students should not stop writing just because  
             they have reached  the end of the lines. Some students have large handwriting! 
        7. Students need to answer the set question not a question they wish was there!       
             They should be reading the question many times while they are  writing their  
             answer. It can help to underline important words. 
        8.  Students should not waste time repeating the question. 
        9. Students to write neatly. Each letter of the English alphabet should be written 
             correctly. Tell students that if markers cannot read their writing they may miss  
             out on marks! 
      10. Students need to be careful with spelling, grammar and punctuation. Students will  
             not  lose marks  in this area, but all these factors affect a student’s    
             communication skills and the  clarity of their response. 
              - E.g. – There is no such word as “legislations”. The plural form remains 
                           “legislation”. To indicate a plural, refer to “pieces of legislation” ( or acts 
                            or statutes). Bit like the word cake.  
                        -  When referring to acts in general, use a small letter. When you have  
                           identified a specific piece of legislation use a capital letter 
                            (e.g.  “The Crimes Act…..”). 
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2013 HSC short answer questions 
 
1. Answer to the verb/directive term in the question.  
    -  E.g. Identify TWO formal human rights documents. (2 marks) 
       Students who outline or explain, for example,  will not gain extra marks. 
 
     The verbs/directive terms for the short answer questions in 2013 were: 
      - “Define…” 
      - “ How…” 
      - “How…” 
      - “Explain…” 
 
     How does BOSTES define these verbs in their “A Glossary of Key Verbs”? 
 

Define 

State meaning and identify essential qualities. 

( BOSTES “ A Glossary of Key Words”) 

 

Explain 

Relate cause and effect; make the relationships between things evident; provide 

why and/or how. 

( BOSTES “ A Glossary of Key Words”) 

 
 
     What about “how”? 
 
       “It is important to note that examination questions for the HSC will continue to 

use self-explanatory terms such as 'how', or 'why' or 'to what extent'. While key 

words have a purpose, they will not set limits on legitimate subject-based 

questions in examination papers.” 

      ( BOSTES “ A Glossary of Key Words”) 
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2. For this section the five characteristics of human rights continue to be useful: 

 

 

    1. Inherent – People have human rights because they are human beings. 
        It does not matter what gender, colour, religion  or socio-economic 
        status you are – once you are born you automatically attain them. 
   2. Inalienable – Human rights cannot be taken away by any legitimate government or anyone 
       else (e.g. right to life, liberty, fair trial etc.). So if you are charged with a crime, your right 
       to a fair trial cannot be taken away from you. 
   3. Indivisible – As humans we are entitled to ALL rights. No one right is better than another. 
       All human rights have equal status and cannot be positioned in any hierarchical order. 
   4. Interdependent – Human rights are interrelated. The enjoyment of one right often 
       depends wholly or in part, upon the fulfillment of others. E.g. Right to health depends on the  
       right to education. Right to life and  an adequate standard of living depends on the right to 
       be protected from severe poverty and starvation (welfare rights). 
    5. Universal – Human rights apply to everyone and  everywhere. It does 
        not matter where you are in the world. 
 
     The slogan for the Australian Human Rights Commission is “everyone, everywhere,  
     everyday”. 

 

 
 

 

3. Answers to questions that ask how human rights are protected as in question 22, can 
    be answered using a domestic perspective and/or  an international perspective. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.europafrique.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/02/Human-Rights.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.europafrique.org/international-human-rights-law.html&usg=__-SU7Y9AeNDTyOrK8sd4npTknNlo=&h=549&w=600&sz=65&hl=en&start=11&zoom=1&tbnid=lPQ22WDVSHOLiM:&tbnh=124&tbnw=135&ei=wBacTaf-DoiougO8htmoBw&prev=/search?q=human+rights&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&rlz=1T4SUNC_enAU372AU373&biw=1419&bih=562&tbm=isch&um=1&itbs=1
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4. International instruments and documents were useful for this section ( e.g. questions 
    22 and 23): 
 
    - Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
    - International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
    - International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
    - Convention on the Rights of the Child 
 
5. Students need to know the specific organs of the United Nations ( see q.23) 
    When writing about the United Nations, treaty monitoring bodies should be  
    looked at. 
       E.g.: 

    - the Human Rights Committee monitors State Parties compliance with the ICCPR 
- the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights monitors State Parties  
  compliance with the ICESCR. 

  Treaty Bodies consider reports from State Parties on their compliance 
   with the treaty. 
 
  When Treaty Bodies assess reports from State Parties they may also consider information 
   contained in shadow reports. Shadow reports are those submitted to the Treaty Bodies 
   by NGOs (rather than the government).  
 
  Some Treaty Bodies have additional powers to receive and consider complaints from 

individuals who allege they are the victims of human rights violations by the State. 
 
  Individuals can only make complaints to Treaty Bodies if they have exhausted 
  all domestic remedies. 

  After considering the reports, Treaty Bodies make recommendations (often called 
  Concluding Comments or Recommendations) about how the State Party can 
   improve its compliance with its treaty obligations. 
 
  A finding of a Treaty Body that a State Party has violated a person’s human rights under  
  the treaty is not legally binding. Since there is no mechanism for enforcement, 
  many states violate the decisions of committees. 

  UN Treaty Bodies are committees of experts in the relevant area who serve in 
  their personal capacity, not as representatives of their countries. Emeritus Professor Ivan  
  Shearer and Elizabeth Evatt, former Chief Justice of the Family Court of Australia, are two 
  examples of recent Australian representatives.  
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 6. Better responses mentioned state sovereignty and how this can be a limitation  
     when it comes to international law – e.g. q.23. 
 
7. Students should be using the “themes and challenges” for the Human Rights topic 
    when they are studying. 
    E.g.: Q.24 is based on the following theme and challenge – “the development 
             of human rights as a reflection of changing values and ethical standards” 
 
 8. Students should be using the “learn to” statements in the syllabus when they are 
     studying. 
     E.g.: Q.23 is similar to the “learn to” statement – “evaluate the effectiveness 
              of international responses in promoting and enforcing human rights.” 
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2013 BOSTES HSC Legal Studies Examination  
- Q.25 – Crime Extended Response 

 
 

Examination rubric 
 
 

In your answer you will be assessed on how well you:  
 
 ■  demonstrate knowledge and understanding of legal issues relevant to the question 
 ■  communicate using relevant legal terminology and concepts 
 ■  refer to relevant examples such as legislation, cases, media, international instruments   
     and documents. 
 ■  present a sustained, logical and cohesive response 

 
1. The verb/directive term is “assess”. Students needed to display higher order 
    thinking skills: 
      - ticks/kisses for the legal system achieving justice. 
      - crosses/punches for the legal system not achieving justice. 
      - improvements that need to be made/law reform? 

 
                    2. Again students should be using the “themes and challenges” when studying 
                        as this question is based on the theme and challenge: 
                         - “ the role of discretion in the criminal justice system” 
 
                    3. Better responses had a clear understanding of “discretion”, assessing decisions  
                        that are made and not made during the sentencing and punishment processes 
                        and the laws that limit the use of discretion ( e.g. statutory and judicial guidelines). 
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                    4. Students must not be selective re the content they study. All content must be studied. 
                        For this question, the content in unit 4 of the Crime topic was needed  
                        (“Sentencing and punishment”): 
 
                         - statutory and judicial guidelines  
                         - the purposes of punishment:  
                              - deterrence (specific and general), retribution, rehabilitation, incapacitation  
                         -  factors affecting a sentencing 
                               - aggravating and mitigating circumstances decisions 
                         -  the role of the victim in sentencing 
                         -  appeals ( important as this enables discretionary decision making processes 
                            to be reviewed) 
                         -  types of penalties ( important to look at the advantages and disadvantages of  
                             each penalty) 
                         -  alternative methods of sentencing 
                         -  post – sentencing considerations 
 

2013 BOSTES HSC Legal Studies Examination  
- Options 

 
Examination rubric 
 

In your answers you will be assessed on how well you:  
 
 ■  demonstrate knowledge and understanding of legal issues relevant to the question 
 ■  communicate using relevant legal terminology and concepts 
 ■  refer to relevant examples such as legislation, cases, media, international instruments   
     and documents. 
 ■  present a sustained, logical and cohesive response 
 
1. Students need to complete two extended response questions based on each option they have 
     studied – one on each Option. 
 
2. There are two questions for each option – students choose one. 
 
3. Students must know and understand all the content in each Option – they should not pick and 
    choose. 
 
4. Students need to know and understand the legal and non-legal responses for each Option  
    studied and assess their effectiveness in achieving justice ( e.g. q.31b). 
 
5. Each Option has four “Issues that must be studied” – study all of them as the 
     questions may refer to one or more of those issues. 
     In 2013,  no specific issue was focused on in q.32b 
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Extended response questions - strategies for 
students 

Plan 
 

 Spend a few minutes planning your response. 

 Underline the key words in the question. 

 Write down ideas that come to mind – you may forget while you are writing 
        your response. 

 Write your plan in a writing booklet not the examination booklet (this is not seen 
         by the markers). You may get marks for your plan, especially if you run out  
         of time. Everything written in your writing booklets is read. 

 What parts of the syllabus are you going to use? 
        E.g. An extended response on Crime which asks about “the criminal trial 
        process” should have you recalling the dot points under this unit in the  
        syllabus. They could form headings in your response. 

 Legislation? 

 Cases? 

 Media? 

 International instruments and documents? 

 If there is stimulus material to refer to, use it.   
 
Introduction 
 

 Tell the reader what the response will be about in a paragraph. Don’t go 
         into detail. 

 What is your point of view? Is the legal system effective in achieving justice? 
         Any problems? Law reform needed? Role of non-legal mechanisms? 
 

         Body 
 

 Expand on each point in your introduction, using well-structured and clear 
        paragraphs, consisting of short sentences. 
        - E.g. If you make the point that one way the criminal trial process attempts to  
          achieve justice is by allowing defences to criminal charges: 
 
          - Paragraph one-  write generally about defences to criminal charges (e.g. what 
             are they?) 
          - Paragraph two – write about “complete defences” 
          - Paragraph three – write about “partial defences” 
          - Paragraph four – evaluate the use of defences in achieving  
             justice. 
             - E.g.: Mental illness (insanity) 
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             - Kisses/Ticks – Does not convict people who did not fully understand 
                                          what they were doing. 
                                       - There has to be evidence the accused has a mental illness 
                                         and did not understand what they were doing, not just 
                                         that the accused has a mental illness. 
                                       - Community is still protected because the person with 
                                         mental illness is placed in a mental institution until 
                                         they are no longer a danger to society. 
 
             - Punches/Crosses – Victim and the community may feel that justice has not been  
                                                   done. 
                     

 Leave a line between each paragraph – it’s easier to read. 

 You may use headings. 

 Remember to integrate examples from legislation, cases, media and international 
         instruments and documents where possible. “For example in the case ………”. 

 At the end of each paragraph, re-read the question and write one sentence 
        which will link the content of the paragraph to the question. 

 Once you have written the name of something in full and put the abbreviation in 
         brackets, use the abbreviation for the rest of the response (e.g. ICESC). Saves 
         time! 
 

Conclusion 
 

 Summarise the main points in your response. 

 What is your overall position/judgement? (e.g.  Although some aspects of the 
criminal trial process are effective to a great extent in achieving justice for victims, 
offenders and society, the process is not perfect and there are some aspects that 
need to be modified using the law reform process…).  

 Keep in mind the conclusion should only consist of an overall evaluation. You should 
        have been evaluating throughout your response. 
 

      While you are writing 
 

 Make sure you read the question many times. 

 Answer the set question, not the a question you have prepared for or 
        wish was there.  

 Am I integrating cases, legislation, media and international instruments and 
        documents? 

 Write in the third person rather than the first person. Instead of “I think the criminal 
        trial process does not achieve justice. In my opinion the jury system is to blame for 

that”, write “The criminal justice system does not always achieve justice because 
        of the many weaknesses of the jury system.....”. 

 Is your handwriting clear? 
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When you have finished 
 

 Read your response and make any necessary changes. You can gain extra marks here 
        as looking over a first draft usually reveals gaps and mistakes. 

 Have you labelled your response and written down how many writing booklets you 
used? 

 
 

Using criteria when evaluating/assessing 
 “Evaluate” and “assess” require higher order thinking. 
 Ticks/kisses for the legal system achieving justice. 
 Crosses/Punches for the legal system not achieving justice. 
 Improvements that need to be made? Law reform? 
 Criteria that can be used to “evaluate” and “assess”: 
 
- Fairness - an element of justice 
- Equality - an element of justice ( e.g.fines do not punish the rich and poor equally) 
- Accessibility – an element of justice ( e.g.time -“justice delayed is justice denied”,  
   cost, distance, knowledge – law must be known/discoverable 
- Enforceability ( e.g.corruption in the police service, Apprehended Domestic  
  Violence Orders can be difficult to enforce) 
- Resource efficiency (e.g. education is an effective form of prevention but resources 
   are limited, fines put money back into society) 
- Protection and recognition of individual rights (e.g. does capital punishment  
  protect an individual’s right to life?) 
- Balance of individual rights and community rights (e.g. rights in prison v. rights 
   of the community to see that justice is done) 
- Opportunities for appeals and reviews (e.g.mistakes can be made, miscarriage 
  of justice, some individuals cannot afford to proceed with appeals) 
- Rule of law (e.g. everyone is equal under the law) 
- Doctrine of natural justice/Lady Justice (e.g. no bias rule, fair hearing rule) 
- Doctrine of separation of powers (e.g. judges can conduct trials without 
  interference from politicians and law enforcers ) 
- Media influence ( e.g. the media can play the role of judge/jury) 
- Punishment (e.g. prisons do not always rehabilitate a criminal, prisons can be 
  the “University of Crime”) 
- Laws should be based on widely held moral and ethical standards 
- Role of discretion ( e.g. does it reveal discrimination?) 
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- Doctrine of natural justice/Lady Justice ( Roman Goddess of Justice) 
   - Blindfold – no bias rule, objectivity, impartiality 
   - Scales of fairness – weighing the evidence from both sides of a  case, and  
     reaching a verdict based on fairness. 
   - Sword of justice – symbol of authority, power over both sides 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Quotes for evaluating/assessing 
 

 “ This is a court of law, young man, not a court of justice.” 
              - Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr. 
 “It is not a Justice System. It is just a system.” 

               - Bob Enyart 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?q=Lady+Justice&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&rlz=1T4SUNC_enAU372AU373&biw=1440&bih=727&tbm=isch&tbnid=24oE0SHFh794IM:&imgrefurl=http://trybean.com/2012/02/28/lady-justice-is-glad-she-is-blindfolded/&docid=KoFpYj13RxQ4gM&imgurl=http://trybean.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/lady-justice.gif&w=640&h=1104&ei=4IQLULGbMYKgiQe0p9C1DQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=539&vpy=147&dur=475&hovh=295&hovw=171&tx=85&ty=149&sig=102074288691023076870&page=1&tbnh=163&tbnw=94&start=0&ndsp=29&ved=1t:429,r:3,s:0,i:148
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     Cases, legislation, media reports and 
international instruments and documents are 
essential 

 
     Ask students to create summaries of cases, legislation, media reports and  
         international instruments and documents after each unit in a topic. 
 
          For example: 

Topic – Crime 

Unit 1 – The nature of crime 

Summary of cases 

 

 

Syllabus dot point Case Notes 

 

Elements of a crime 

 

 

 

R v Miller (1982) 

 

Mattress fire 

Actus reus as a failure to do  

something 

 

Elements of a crime 

 

 

 

DPP v Morgan (1975) 

 

Army officer and his men 

have sex with his wife 

Mens rea? Yes 

 

Elements of a crime  

 

 

 

Hyam v the DPP (1974) 

 

Petrol in letterbox = fire 

People die 

Scare or kill? Mens rea  

present ( principle of  

recklessness) 

 

Elements of a crime 

 

 

 

Fagan v Metropolitan Police 

Commissioner (1969) 

 

Car on police officer’s foot 

Actus reus only? No, mens  

rea present as well. 

 

Elements of a crime 

 

 

 

R v Smith (1959)  

 

Soldier stabs another soldier. 

Medical officer busy, soldier  

dies. Causation? Stabbing  

caused the death of the  

soldier. 

 

Elements of a crime 

 

 

 

R v Blaue (1975) 

 

Blaue stabs woman. Woman  

refuses blood transfusion. 

Causation? New intervening  

act? Stabbing caused the  

death. 
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Topic – Crime 
Unit 1 – The nature of crime 
Summary of media reports 

 
Syllabus dot point Media report Notes 

 
Offences against the  
person 
-Assault 
 
 

  
NSW Police Force media 

release – 2012 – “Man, 
woman assaulted in 
home – Guildford” 

 
Example of physical assault. 

 
Economic offences –  
Offences against property 
(Breaking and entering) 
 
 

 
NSW Police Force media 

release – 2012 – “Man 
charged over alleged 
break-ins – Beecroft” 

 
Example of a burglary. 

 
Economic offences –  
Offences against property 
(Robbery) 
 
 
 
 

 
NSW Police Force media 

release – 2012 – 
“Three charged with 
Central Coast robbery 
offences” 

 
Stealing property using the 

threat of 
force/violence. 

 
Economic offences – 
White collar crime 
(Embezzlement) 
 
 
 

 
Canberra Times – 2011 
“Man charged with 

embezzling $1m” 

 
Example of a person 

stealing from a 
business they work 
for. 

 
Economic offences – 
White collar crime 
(Computer crime) 
 
 
 

 
Hon Michael Gallagher 

(NSW Police Minister)  
media release – “New 
Fraud and Cybercrime 
Squad Launched” 

 
New squad of specialist 

detectives to deal with 
the issue of 
technology creating 
new crimes 
(cybercrime). 

 
Drug offences 
 
 

 
NSW Police Force media 

release – 2012 – “Four 
charged over alleged 
drug deal – 
Strathfield” 

 
Supplying  prohibited 

drugs. 

 
Drug offences 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ABC TV news story – 2010 
“Drug centre here to stay” 
 
 

 
         Sydney Medically 

Supervised Injecting 
Centre allowed to 
remain open on a 
permanent basis. 
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"Know your syllabus": top ATAR scorer 

26 Jan 12 @ 09:30am by Rashell Habib 

From: “Inner West Courier”  website 

 

Lucy Coles 

YOU hear it time and time again, but preparation is the key, not only in achieving a good 
result, but also maintaining your sanity during exam periods - just ask Lucy Coles. 

At 17, Lucy achieved the highest ATAR ranking 99.95 after sitting her exams at the end of 
last year.  

“I didn’t expect to get anywhere near the mark I did,” Lucy said.  

She will be studying arts law this year at the University of New South Wales, but is still 
uncertain about which career she will enter into.  

Lucy has some tips to surviving the stress in the lead-up to and during the Higher School 
Certificate (HSC). “Just work consistently and keep up to date with your notes, write 
your own notes, that way you will have the resources all ready and it is just a matter of 
familiarising it.”  

She said the key to note writing was simplifying her notes into her own words. 

She picking out quotes and facts she was able to put into a way she could understand and 
removed jargon.  

He biggest tip was to make sure you know your syllabus. “You can’t get a question that 
won’t relate to the syllabus, so if you know it back to front, you will find nothing can 
surprise you.” 
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Lucy chose her subjects carefully and made sure she had an interest in every subject as her 
main aim was to do subjects she enjoyed.  

She studied advanced English, extension maths and German, modern history and legal 
studies at Strathfield’s Meriden School. 

SAGE ADVICE 
-If you don’t know the answer to a question during an exam, here’s some advice:  
-``When I saw the paper for maths, which wasn’t my best subject, I saw it and thought 
`there are a lot of questions I can’t do’ but I couldn’t let that thought through’‘ 
-``I did what I could of the questions, I skipped the ones I didn’t know and came back to 
them, that approach helped because it meant I could pick up marks in smaller areas.’’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


